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May 17, 2025 

Dear Graduates: 

Heart e t  congratulations on your graduation from Seattle University School of Law! 

-oday mar s a significant achievement, and you should be extremely proud of completing 

your s udies and receiving your JD, LLM, or MLS degree. It is our honor to celebrate this 

day w, h you and your families and friends. The entire law school community rejoices 

over your achievements and welcomes you as the newest members of our Seattle 

University Law alumni family. 

Your professors and I have great confidence in your abilities as we send you out into 

he world as powerful advocates for justice. We know that no matter your plans after 

gradua ion, your studies at Seattle University School of Law will propel you to the next 

phase of your careers and lives. We are excited to see all you have to offer to the legal 

profession and your communities, and we will follow your progress with great interest. 

-hough you are leaving behind your days as students, your relationship with Seattle 

University School of Law will extend long into the future. We will continue to support 

you as our valued alumni, and the School of Law offers many resources for our graduates. 

I hope you will return often for events and programs, as well as to serve as role models 

or u ure students. 

We are honored that you chose to attend Seattle University School of Law and hope you 

wi I eep in touch with us and stay connected with your classmates through our vibrant 

alumn· network. Please know that we are your law school for life. 

ga·n. congratulations! 

An hony E. Varona 

Dean and Professor of Law 
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ORDER OF EVENTS 

PRELUDE 

The Cascadia Brass Quintet 

PROCESSIONAL 

Promenade, Pictures at an Exhibition 

Modest Mussorgsky 

Pomp and Circumstance, Opus 39, No. 1. 

Edward Elgar 

COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION* 

Deborah Ahrens 

Professor of Law 

2025 Outstanding Faculty Honoree and Marshal-At-Arms 

INVOCATION* 

Lucas Sharma, S.J. 

Trustee and Jesuit Advisor to the Dean of the Law School 

Jesuit Priest, Jesuits West Province of the Society of Jesus 

REMARKS 

Eduardo M. Penalver 

President and Professor of Law 

DEAN'S MESSAGE TO THE GRADUATES AND STUDENT HONORS 

Anthony E. Varona 

Dean and Professor of Law 

PRESENTATION OF FACULTY EMERITI HONORS 

Shane P. Martin 

Provost 

RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING FACULTY HONOREE & INTRODUCTION OF 
STUDENT SPEAKER 

Morgan E. Graves 

President, Seattle University School of Law Student Bar Association 

Class of 2025 



STUDENT ADDRESS 

Clara De Abreu E Souza 

Class of 2025 

INTRODUCTION OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Brooke D. Coleman 

Vice Dean for Academic Affairs and Fredric C. Tausend Professor of Law 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Deborah N. Archer 

President, American Civil Liberties Union 

Margaret B. Hoppin Professor of Clinical Law, Associate Dean for 

Experiential Education and Clinical Programs, Faculty Director, The 

Community Equity Initiative, New York University School of Law 

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREES 

Provost Shane P. Martin 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 

Deborah N. Archer 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 

Dean Anthony E. Varona 

CONFERRING OF DEGREES 

President Eduardo M .  Penalver 

AWARDING OF DEGREES 

Kristin N. DiBiase 

Associate Dean of Student Life, Diversity & Inclusion 

Erin Fullner 

Associate Dean for Student Development 

BENEDICTION* 

Fr. Lucas Sharma, S.J. 

VALEDICTION* 

Professor Deborah Ahrens 

RECESSIONAL* 

Please remain in place until the academic procession 
has exited from the auditorium. 

• The members of the audience please stand. 
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FACULTY EMERITI HONORS 

Janet K.G. Dickson 

Associate Professor of Lawyering Skills 

Janet K.G. Dickson '88 is a dedicated faculty member who has skillfully taught the craft 

of legal writing to generations of Seattle University School of Law students since joining 

the faculty in 1989. 

Her substantial contributions to the field and to the law school during her 36-year tenure 

have helped to build its Legal Writing Program into one of the nation's best. 

Professor Dickson earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of California, 

Davis, in 1982, a JD, cum laude, from Seattle University School of Law in 1988, and her LLM 

in taxation from the University of Washington School of Law in 2000. Before entering 

academia, she was a solo practitioner and contract attorney at Dickson & Associates, 

PLLC, and an associate attorney at Betts Austin PLLC, where she specialized in estate 

planning and real estate transactions. In 2019, Professor Dickson became a mediator, 

providing mediation services for claims involving real property and probate issues. 

Professor Dickson has been a dedicated member of our nationally-ranked Legal Writing 

Program, including serving as co-director of the program from 2019-2021. But her reach 

has extended well beyond the law school. She is also well-known and well-loved in the 

national legal writing community, having served on committees for the Legal Writing 

Institute and the Association of Legal Writing Directors. She has also organized several 

legal writing conferences, including the law school's very successful Western Regional 

Legal Writing Conference this past fall, several national conferences, and an international 

legal writing conference co-sponsored by the University of Zululand in South Africa. 

For six years, she served on the Board of Directors of Legal Voice, a non-profit dedicated 

to advancing the rights of women and girls. Her service also extends around the world. 

Not only has she presented at several international conferences, but as the former faculty 

advisor to Seattle University student organization Global Brigades, she accompanied 

groups of undergraduate students to Costa Rica, Panama, and Honduras for week-long 

service trips. In that capacity, she also helped the group receive the university's Mission 

Award. More recently, Professor Dickson answered the call to help legal educators in 

Ukraine through the United States Agency for International Development's (USAID) 

"Justice for All" program. Finally, in the last several years, she taught in the Autumn School 

of Legal Writing and Related Global Skills Intensive at Masaryk University, Czechia. 



Mimi Samuel 

Associate Professor of Lawyering Skills 

Professor Mimi Samuel joined the School of Law faculty in 1999 and will retire this year 

after more than 25 years of full-time teaching at Seattle University. 

Professor Samuel is a national leader in legal writing, a well-known and deeply respected 

member of the national teaching community in her field, and a global presence in legal 

writing for judges, students, and practitioners. 

Professor Samuel received a bachelor's degree from Georgetown University in 1984 

and a JD, cum laude, from Georgetown University Law Center in 1990. Before entering 

academia, she practiced law in Washington, D.C., and Northern California, focusing on 

civil litigation. 

For almost two decades, Professor Samuel has worked with law students, lawyers, 

and judges overseas to help them improve their legal writing skills. In addition, she 

has consulted with law schools in a number of countries both on how to develop their 

legal writing curricula and how best to teach students to become effective writers. In 

2011, Professor Samuel was awarded a Fulbright Specialist Scholarship to develop and 

implement the first legal writing class in Sri Lanka at the University of Peradeniya. She 

is truly a global presence, having also taught in Afghanistan, Botswana, China, Ethiopia, 

India, Kenya, Liberia, and Uganda. 

Professor Samuel is a nationally renowned leader in legal writing. She served as the 

associate director for our highly-ranked Legal Writing Program from 2015 to 2019, as 

co-director from 2019 to 2022, and as director from 2022 until last year. She is also 

a member of the prestigious Legal Writing Institute, having served as its Website 

Committee chair and on its Committee on Global Legal Writing Programs. She is often 

a featured presenter at legal writing conferences, recognized broadly for her expertise 

and leadership. 

Professor Samuel has received numerous accolades. For her overseas work promoting 

global legal skills worldwide, she was awarded a Global Legal Skills Award. T he Legal 

Writing Institute also gave her the Terri LeClercq Courage Award, which honors 

"individuals who have demonstrated 'courage writ large' concerning legal writing and, in 

particular, those LWI members who have demonstrated courage by doing, despite fear, 

something that most people would not do." She received the Faculty Service Award, 

given by her peers, for her work at the law school. Finally, in the spring of 2024, the 

University Provost's Faculty Selection Committee unanimously rated her service to the 

institution as "outstanding," noting how impressed they were by her "sustained record of 

generous and expert contribution in building a superb legal writing program." 

11 



12 

2025 OUTSTANDING FACULTY HONOREE AND 

MARSHAL-AT-ARMS 

Deborah Ahrens 

Professor of Law 

Deborah Ahrens is a tenured professor who teaches and writes about criminal law, 

criminal procedure, and evidence. Before joining the faculty, Professor Ahrens served 

as a law clerk for Judge Amalya Kearse of the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Second Circuit, a legal fellow at the American Civil Liberties Union's (ACLU) Drug 

Policy Litigation Project, an assistant public defender with the Richland County (South 

Carolina) Public Defender, and a visiting assistant professor of law at the University of 

South Carolina School of Law. She earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in public policy 

from Brown University, a master's degree in public policy from Harvard University's John 

F. Kennedy School of Government, and a JD magna cum laude from New York University 

School of Law where she was the senior articles editor of the Law Review. 

Professor Ahrens' scholarship focuses on the cultural significance of contemporary 

policing practices and criminal sanctioning regimes, with particular emphasis on drug 

policy, on the regulation of student speech and conduct, and on the reforms necessary 

to ameliorate the consequences of our failed experiment with mass incarceration and 

a hyper-punitive war on drugs. She is a sought-after media commentator on questions 

related to criminal law and criminal justice policy and a frequent speaker at academic and 

professional events on a wide variety of criminal procedure, evidence, and sentencing 

issues. 

Professor Ahrens is an innovative and highly regarded teacher. She is also an engaged 

member of the local professional community who serves on the Washington Pattern 

Jury Instructions Committee and the Executive Board of the William L. Dwyer Inn of 

Court. 



STUDENT ADDRESS 

Clara De Abreu E Souza 

Clara De Abreu E Souza is originally from Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. As a child, she and 

her family immigrated to Texas, where she ultimately found her academic home at the 

University of Texas at Austin. T here, she earned a bachelor's degree in psychology with 

a minor in sociology, graduating in the top 4% of her class. 

As an undergraduate, Clara developed a passion for applying social psychology 

principles to adolescent development, culminating in an honors thesis which aimed to 

address racial achievement gaps in education. When not in the classroom, Clara could 

be found training and raising money for Texas 4000, a nonprofit that raises money for 

cancer research through an annual cross-country bike ride - an experience she still 

counts as one of her most meaningful. 

After graduation, Clara moved to Tokyo, Japan, where she was an assistant language 

teacher with the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program. T his experience broadened 

her global outlook and reinforced her belief in the power of communication and cultural 

exchange. She still treasures the good luck notes from students who encouraged her 

future legal caree� 

Seattle University School of Law recognized Clara's potential with a full-tuition 

scholarship based on her undergraduate credentials. During her time at Seattle 

University, she earned a Center for Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction (CALI) Award, 

presented to the highest-scoring individual in a particular course, for Constitutional Law, 

advanced to the quarterfinals in the Tausend Moot Court competition, and served in 

the Student Bar Association - first as the 1L Section B representative and later as the 

Academic Standards representative. 

Clara's legal path took shape when she was selected for the Legal Employers Advancing 

Diversity in Washington (LEAD-WA) Diversity Fellowship program during her 1L summer, 

working at Terrell Marshall Law Group on class action lawsuits. 

Eventually, her growing interest in data privacy law steered her to leadership roles in the 

Privacy Law Student Association, first as outreach coordinator and then as co-president. 

T his interest blossomed into a career path when she secured a summer associate 

position at Hintze Law, working on data privacy, cybersecurity, and Al law. 

When not immersed in legal studies, Clara enjoys knitting, reading fantasy novels, 

attending local concerts, and embracing her self-described "mediocre" skiing adventures 

with enthusiasm. 

Clara extends her deepest gratitude to her family and friends, who supported her 

throughout this challenging journey. She is especially thankful to her partner of four 

years, Pearce Burkett, whose unwavering support and encouragement made law school 

possible. 

Upon graduation, Clara is excited to return to Hintze Law to begin her legal career as 

a junior associate, where she'll continue tackling the complex legal challenges at the 

intersection of technology and privacy. She is expected to graduate cum laude. 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND 

HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 

Deborah N. Archer 

President, American Civil Liberties Union 

Margaret B. Hoppin Professor of Clinical Law, Associate Dean for 

Experiential Education and Clinical Programs, Faculty Director, The 

Community Equity Initiative, New York University School of Law 

Deborah Archer is the first person of color to be elected president in the 100+ year 

history of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). A leading expert in civil righ s, 

civil liberties, and racial justice, Deborah is an award-winning NYU law professor and 

legal scholar whose articles have appeared in leading law reviews. She has also provided 

commentary for numerous media outlets, including MS NBC, National Public Radio, CBS, 

BBC, Monocle, The Atlantic, and The New York Times. 

A graduate of Yale Law School and Smith College, Deborah previously worked as an 

attorney with the ACLU and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund in the areas of voting 

rights, employment discrimination, and school desegregation. Deborah previously 

served as chair of the New York City Civilian Complaint Review Board, the nation's 

oldest and largest police oversight agency. Deborah currently serves as a trustee of 

Smith College and was awarded the Smith College Medal, the highest honor given to 

alumni. She is also the author of the forthcoming book "Dividing Lines." 



MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2025 

MASTER OF LAWS CANDIDATES (May 2025) 

Bharatee Preeya Annadurai 

Kavitha 

Ashutosh Chandra 

Nina Esquivel 

Tetiana Harmash 

Angie Melissa Lopez 

Cardona 

Erin Floris McIntire 

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES CANDIDATES (May 2025) 

Margaret Abbott Jessie MaeDea McKeown 

Flores 

JURIS DOCTOR CANDIDATES (May 2025) 

Leo Lance Maturan Abadies 

Ayoub A. Ahmed 

Ariel J. Archie 

Francis E. Argueta-Espinoza 

Vasthi Arredondo 

Lei Ba* 

Cambria Judd Babbitt ** 

Alexander Paul Barnes** 

Kyle Curtis Barnes 

Calista A. Bechtold 

Paige Blake• 

Melissa Blue•• 

Camryn Bonetti 

Theodore Robert Braun 

Antoine L. Bremond 

Agnes M. Bresee * 

Daniel P. Brown 

Daniel William Callahan 

Jerrald Ryan Castro Callanta 

Jacob T. Carlson 

Stephanie Michelle 

Chaparro Cardenas 

Jennifer Chen • 

Xenia Vanessa Chiles 

Breaker Christopher 

Chittenden 

Johan Bixby Christensen 

Kali R. Clark 

Caitlin Clarke* 

Austin L. Cobb 

Abigail G. Coffey* 

Hallie Tian Fei Conyers-

Tucker 

Alexandra N. Creighton 

Gregory A. Crowder 

Cynthia Hayden Daly* 

Clara De Abreu E Souza * 

Divya Dhami 

Katherine Alexandra 

Dickhaus 

Sam A. Dilley 

Gabriela Batayola Dionisio 

Elizabeth Harrington Doyle* 

Tashiauna L. Dragnich 

Hunter Louis Egger 

Sarina A. Feldman 

Kristen N. Ferkich 

Cheyann Rose Fujii 

Graham Daniel Fulton** 

Irving Enrique Sanchez 

Gaona* 

Brittany Kay Gautier 

Morgan E. Graves t 

Trygve Groh 

Arthur Guilford 

Austin Scott Guisti• 

Davis Ka'imipono Haas• 

Yasmene M. Hammoud 

Rebecca Hannan • 

Alexis E. Hanson 

Shaheer Alam Hashmi 

Rachel Hecker 

Jiahui (Ricky) Huang 

Hyung K. Jang * 

So Young Jeong 

Delifus Leon Jones 

Julian N. Jones 

Katrina Satik Kearsley 

Gabriella Kent 

Layla R. Khademi 

Egor Redin 

Nesar Ahmad Salik 

Oksana Salo 

Joongi Kim 

Courtenay Elizabeth King •• 

Andrew J. Kuna ** 

Jenaiya Menyon Lacy 

Magdalena Larrain * 

Lisa W. Lee 

Gabriel Li 

Leo Augustine Linder••• 

Arturo Lopez Lena Toledo* 

John D. Loveless 

Van Ly 

Michael Mac Taggert• 

Joseph L. Mantz Ill* 

Bradley Stewart Marshall 

Emilie Jean McCormick 

Carson J. McGregor * 

Roslyn Claire McKean 

Alicia McNamara 

Rosie Midget** 

Jordan A. Miliotes * 

Samuel A. Miller ••• 

Nicholas Patrick Miner• 

Dalton T. Mitchell 

Catherine Angelique Mitri 

Canavati 

Wyatt Modracek 

Nikolis Lee Tinsely Moffett 

Aaliah Valerie Moi-

Matsumoto 

Jiyoung Moon 

Janet J. Moran 

Maryalisa L. Moran 

Wendy Keiko Nishimi Mun 

Veronika T. Nguyen 

Lidija Nikolic•• 
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Siobhan H. Nolan 

Jeremiah Hatthew Noonan •• 

Isabel Justine Noto* 

Juliett Grace Odell 

Schneider 

Alice H. Oltmans 

Brendan James O'Neill * 

Hichael J. Parker 

Angel Pedraza 

Elen H. Pham 

Savanna Rene Phillips 

Isabel Haxine Place 

Emma Price* 

Sage T. Quiggle 

Ashley H. Raines 

Dakota S. Rakestraw ** 

Adam Romas Rakunas 

Beatriz Ramirez-Nava 

Katherine C. Reilly** 

Diana Harian Rendler* 

Hadley Richter 

Lara D. Rix* 

Roger Hathew Robertson 

Yoselyn Roman-Rodriguez 

Hargaret Helen Rutherford • 

Seetal Kaur Sandhu 

Casey Steven Scoular 

Ate§ Serifsoy *** 

Elizabeth Shields ** 

Conner R. Shultz 

Austin Taylor Sisley 

Logan Evans Sitkin 

Ania Smeraldo 

Edson H. Smith 

Christopher Sohn 

Elyse Harie Sparks** 

Kalina Spasovska * 

Elianna Rose Spitzer*** 

Stefan Taylor Sredzinski 

Jason Hanuel Stasky 

Laurissa Lynn Stokes 

Eric Strain 

Emily C. Strehlow 

Deanna Tatevosyan 

James H. Taylor• 

David Luca Termure 

Nicoleta Termure *** 

Victora K. Trovao * 

Kysa Joy Walzer 

Hannah Hackenzie Waskom 

** 

Riley Justine Wigen 

Jaren Wilburn *

Natalie Francesca Wilkins 

HcKenzie Lee Will 

Andrew K. Williams 

Handi Leeann Wilson 

Patrick Yeske 

So-Jean Sarah Yoon 

Kexin Yu 

Fancy Isabella Zaldivar 

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES CANDIDATES (August 2025) 

Nancy Almaguer 

Rosia Owusuwaa Aning 

Fay Baier 

Jacqueline Flores 

Corrine Fox 

Elizabeth Anne Kroczak 

Jenny Latta 

Elena V. Ramirez 

JURIS DOCTOR CANDIDATES (August 2024) 

Aaron H. Foss••• 

Yanfei Han 

ALSO PARTICIPATING 

Dennis R. La Komski 

Naasser Luciano HcCollam 

MASTER OF LAWS (December 2024) 

Esther Oluwafunmilola 

Arokun 

Olufunmilayo Elizabeth 

Omolade 

JURIS DOCTOR (December 2024) 

Fatima Sarni AI-Rikabi Abigail D. Belscher 

William James Rowan 

Kaela Salivio-Hiller 

Helinda Lou Taylor 

Emely Habel Melling 

Alexandra M. Stephens 

Prachi Trivedi 

Hanavdeep S. Tung 

Participation in the Commencement Ceremony and being listed in the program does not certify that degrees 
and academic honors have been awarded. Final determination of honors will be made once all degree 
requirements are completed. The student's transcript showing the recording of the degree is the official record. 

• Cum Laude •• Magna Cum Laude "' Summa Cum Laude 
* Certificate in Technology, Innovation Law, and Ethics (TILE) 

t SBA Pres,den 



PRO BONO PLEDGE 

PROGRAM 
We are pleased to acknowledge the following graduates who have completed extensive 

legal pro bono or community volunteer work while matriculating at the School of Law. 

PRO BONO PLEDGE AWARDEES 

Ariel J. Archie 

Esther Oluwafunmilola Arokun 

Lei Ba 

Cambria Judd Babbitt 

Melissa Blue 

Agnes M. Bresee 

Stephanie Michelle Chaparro Cardenas 

Breaker Christopher Chittenden 

Rachel Hecker 

Delifus Leon Jones 

Courtenay Elizabeth King 

Michael MacTaggert 

Emilie Jean McCormick 

Emely Mabel Melling 

Nikolis Lee Tinsely Moffett 

Aaliah Valerie Mai-Matsumoto 

PRO BONO PLEDGE 

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDEES 

Fatima Sarni AI-Rikabi 

Bharatee Preeya Annadurai Kavitha 

Jerrald Ryan Castro Callanta 

Gregory A. Crowder 

Gabriela Batayola Dionisio 

Kristen N. Ferkich 

Janet J. Moran 

Jeremiah Matthew Noonan 

Isabel Justine Noto 

Brendan James O'Neill 

Elen M. Pham 

Dakota S. Rakestraw 

Adam Romas Rakunas 

Margaret Helen Rutherford 

Stefan Taylor Sredzinski 

Laurissa Lynn Stokes 

Deanna Tatevosyan 

Nicoleta Termure 

Victora K. Trovao 

Natalie Francesca Wilkins 

Fancy Isabella Zaldivar 

Erin Floris McIntire 

Catherine Angelique Mitri Canavati 

Egor Redin 

Diana Marian Rendler 

Eric Strain 

A special thank you to Morgan E. Graves, 2024-2025 SBA president, and Stephanie M. 

Chaparro Cardenas, 2024-2025 SBA communications director, for their assistance in 

coordinating our commencement activities. 
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